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Dear parents, children, staff, and parishioners,   
 

Wow! Festive spirit is most definitely in the air at St Gregory’s, we are definitely ready to embrace all of the glitter, all of 
the sparkle and, more importantly, all of the joy! Today was a very special day as we hosted our Advent Art Day. Advent is 
a very special season in the liturgical calendar as we prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus. We were so excited to welcome 
some of our parents into school to share in today’s activities with us and we thank you for your support and assistance with 
the activities today. Throughout today, the children have been working hard to create decorations for our school Christmas 
tree in our theme of Blue and Silver – Team St Greg’s all the way! - and have been resilient when working on their Christmas 
Craft Project from their Design and Technology curriculum. When you take a step back and look at all the teaching of new 
skills that has taken place today, it really is amazing! We have had all sorts going on: from sewing in Year 6 to tie dying in 
Year 2 to Cooking in Year 3 – it has been an ambitious day but a worthwhile one at that, and I must thank our staff for 
their planning, resourcing, and sheer determination in ensuring that all children achieved their learning outcome today! 

 
Each class has also spent the day making their own Advent Wreath, which they will use during 

Advent to help them count down the weeks until Christ’s birth on Christmas Day. These wreaths will be blessed in a special 
assembly on Monday. Finally, preparations have been well underway for the children ’s nativity performances and Christmas 
Carol Service that are scheduled to take place in December. The corridors of St Gregory’s have been alive with the sound of 
wonderful melodies and the children’s beautiful singing, and it is making us all very excited indeed for the next few weeks in 
school as we celebrate the magical season of Christmas with the children. It really is the most wonderful time of the year and 
we at St Gregory’s cannot wait to embrace all the festive cheer that comes our way!  
 
First Sunday of Advent ~ Whole School Mass  
On Sunday 3rd December at 11.30am, we will join with our Sister School, St John Fisher, to celebrate mass in order to recognise the First Sunday of 
Advent. This is the one Whole School Mass we are able to celebrate in Church each year and it is always a very special occasion. We would like as 
many children to attend as possible to help sing in the choir and support with readings. Please can all children in attendance where their winter school 
uniform and come and sit at the front of church with members of school staff. Your support is greatly appreciated and will ensure it is a wonderful 
occasion.  
 

Key Stage 2 Carol Service Tuesday 19th December 6.30pm   
St John Fisher Parish Church 

All children in KS2 (Yr3 4 5 6) will be taking an active part in our 
annual Carol Service “When Love was Born.” We want all the children 
to be present to share with us the real meaning of Christmas and the 
staff are working hard to make this a very special reflection as we 

journey towards Christmas and the birth of Jesus. Please put this date 
in your diary.  It is an expectation that all children attend.  If in 

exceptional circumstances your child is unable to attend, we request 
this in writing please. 

 
The service is open to families of St Gregory’s and our St John Fisher 
Parish Community, and we do hope that you will be able to join us. 

 
Nursery/Reception Nativity Plays 

Reception supported by Nursery will be sharing their Nativity 
“I-Spy Christmas ” 

on Tuesday 12th December 2023 at 2pm  and Wednesday 13th 
December 2023 at 9.30am 

 
Year 1/Year 2 Nativity Plays 

Year 1 and Year 2 will be sharing their Nativity 
 “Prickly Hay”  

 on Tuesday 12th December 2023 at 5.30pm and Thursday 14th 
December 2023 at 9.30am 
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Non-Uniform Day ~Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who donated chocolate today in exchange for a day in non-uniform! 
All donations will be used for the Chocolate Tombola Stall at the Parish Bazaar on Sunday. This will follow our Mass that is 
taking place at 11.30am.  
Thank you, as always, for your generosity and support – it really does mean a lot!  
 

 
Parking – Please Park Safely 
Please can we remind you to all park safely when dropping off or collecting your children in the morning and afternoons. We 
have had some near misses over the last few days, and whilst no one has been hurt, consideration when parking could have 
prevented this.  Please adhere to the yellow lines and remember to be considerate of the Nursery exit and entrance across the 
road. We also ask you to not park over entrances to garages where possible. Thank you for your consideration! 

 
Year 2 SATs tests 
From 2023/2024 new government guidance has now come into effect: KS1 (Year 2) SATs are no longer statutory for schools to implement. This means 
that children currently in year 2 will not have to take these types of tests.  Instead, they will take the same style of tests as in Year 1/3/4/5 using our 
PiXL framework.  This will enable us to conduct the tests in a balanced way, which will support the children’s wellbeing, whilst providing the academic 
information needed to support their journey of learning. If you have any queries, please come and speak to us. 
 

     
   St Gregory’s Attendance  
 

 
This week’s whole school 
attendance percentage is 

 

95.4% 
 
 

We are aiming for at least 97% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Greg’s is off to the Panto! 
On Wednesday 20th December, children in Reception – Year 6 will be off to watch Cinderella at the Royal Spa Centre in Leamington. If you wish for 
your child to attend this trip, please sign them up via the trip section on Arbor. The cost for this trip is £12 (we have subsidised this by paying for the 
coaches out of school fund!). 
We are very much looking forward to this experience – it is set to be a great afternoon out and something that will get us all in the Festive Spirit!

Nursery 97.14%  
Reception 92.22% 

Year 1 92.09% 
Year 2 92.81% 
Year 3 98.33% 
Year 4 97.33% 
Year 5 95.33% 
Year 6 97.67% 
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Blessing of the Crib 
Father Tom has written to invite all our Catholic Schools to gather with our Deanery Parishes for our 

annual ‘Blessing of the Crib’ service in the city centre on the first Sunday of Advent – Sunday 3rd 
December at 4pm. As usual, there will be a short service of readings, prayers, and carols to bless the 
Crib which stands as witness to our faith in the city centre.  We hope you will be able to join us in 

Broadgate. 
 

Interested in teaching? 
Did you know you can train to be a teacher in Catholic schools in our area, through the teacher 

training programme offered by Blue Sky (part of The Romero MAC) and Bishop Challoner Training 
School Alliance? 

There are teacher training places available in primary and secondary, with over 15 different secondary 
subjects covered, and 5 primary specialisms (Early Years, SEND, Maths, and PE, as well as general 
primary). BCTSA offer QTS only, or QTS + PGCE routes, as well as full time and part time roles. 

All information can be found on the website www.bctsa.org. 
 

Call 0121 441 6175 for a 121 call about how we can support you to apply and join our family of 
teachers. 

To find Blue Sky courses on the Department of Education Application site, visit: 
https://www.gov.uk/find-postgraduate-teacher-training ... and search for code 21L. 

.  
 

 
 

St Gregory’s Nursery Stay & Play 
We are opening the doors of our Nursery on Thursday 7th December from 

9am until 10am so that you can see our wonderful setting in action. 
 

Parents and their children are welcome to enjoy our ‘Stay and Play’ session 
where you can gain an insight into our nurturing environment, the types of 

activities on offer and meet our dedicated team of staff! 
 

This session would be perfect for anyone who has a child joining our Nursery 
in either January or April 2024, or who is thinking of applying for a place 

from September 2024! 
If you would like to attend, please contact admin.sg@romeromac.com to 

book your place! 
We can’t wait to see you all! 

 
Ps. Places for September 2024 are filling fast! We recommend completing an 

application form as soon as possible to apply for your child’s place - these 
can be obtained from the office! 

 
 
 
 

 
Jingle Bell Jog 
On Wednesday, all children will be invited to take part in our Festive Fun Run – the Jingle Bell Jog. This year, our theme is ‘break the rules’ and we are 
encouraging children to break as many rules as possible whilst completing the run as they take part in a festive run complete with music, glitter, and all 
of the sparkle! It will be another great event to bring some festive cheer to St Gregory's and get the children moving too! 
All money raised will go towards the cost of the coaches for transporting children to the pantomime later in the month! 
 
Please send any money for the rule breaks in with your child on Wednesday and ensure they have a suitable pair of trainers!       
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Week at a Glance 
 

 
Have a wonderful weekend!  
 

 
 
 

Mrs Scullion 
Associate Principal  
 
 
 
 

Date Time Activity 

Value and Virtue – Attentive and Discerning  
First Week of Advent 

Sunday 3rd December       
 

11.30am  
12.30pm 

Whole School Mass at St John Fisher Church with Fr Sebastian 
Parish Bazaar at St John Fisher Church   

Monday 4th December   2.15pm Blessing of the Advent Wreath and Nativitree Assembly 
Tuesday 5th December   PM 

3.30pm 
Rock Steady Concert 
Football Match vs St Thomas More - Away 

Wednesday 6th December 9am 
AM 
All Day 

Year 5 and 6 Racism Workshop with Coventry Policy 
Epic Sport Football Event @ Alan Higgs 
Nursery – Year 6 ‘Break the Rules’ Jingle Bell Jog  

Thursday 7th December   9am 
9am – 10am 
PM 

Advent Parent Prayer Time 
Nursery Open Morning 
Choir singing at UHCW Hospital 

Friday 8th December     All Day 
9am 

St Gregory’s Day of Service for the Homeless  
Celebration Assembly 

Sunday 10th December     9.30am and 11.30am  2ND Sunday of Advent Parish Mass at St John Fisher Church with Fr Sebastian 
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